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I have nothing to say by way of 
introduction to this biogre^y, except 
that I hope in some future volume of 
this series, to continue the History of 
John Wesley, through his later years. 
G. E. S. 
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THE OXFORD METHODIST. 



A COUNTRY PARSONAGE, A COUNTRY 

CLEROYMAK — HIS FAMILY — AND SOME OF HIS 

TRIALS. 

In the flat, fenny county of Lincolnshire, 
and about a hundred and sixty miles from 
Jjoudon, is a small town called Epworth. 
This town is long, narrow, and irregular ; the 
houses are mostly old and mean looking ; in 
short, there ia nothing in the appearance of 
Epworth or the country around it, to attract 
the admiration of a stranger. And yet, that 
same old and straggling town has one thing 
about it which makes it famous : it is the 
birth-place of a man whose name, I suppose, 
will be remembered and spoken of,— aye, and 
loved, as long as the English language lasts, 
and there are English men and women to 
speak it. That name is John Wesley. 

B 

t;'-"-«i'^ 



2 A COUNTRY CLERGYMAN, 

If the town in which John Wesley was 
bom is mean and poor looking, so also was 
the house where he first drew breath. It 
was the parsonage house, trulj ; but such 
a parsonage house ! More than one hundred 
years had it been built, — perhaps more than 
two. Its framework was rough timb^ ; its 
walls were coarse plaister ; its windows were 
cottage casements which, I dare say, rattled 
furiously in every high wind ; and its roof 
was a straw thatch. The house seemed 
proud of its thatched roof, too ; for it lifted 
it.high in the world, — high enough, at least, 
for a ground floor, a first floor, and a second 
floor, to be sheltered beneath it, although 
the upper rooms, I fancy, were incon- 
veniently formed by the sloping roof itself. 
Below these inconvenient garrets were three 
square chambers, which, overlooking a narrow 
strip of front garden ground, faced the 
High-street of Epworth. And lower still 
were to be found, a kitchen, a hall, and a 
parlour. In this house, a hundred and fifty 
years ago or more, lived Samuel Wesley, the 
Rector of Epworth. 



AMD HIS FAMILY. 3 

And the parsonage house — mean and poor 
as it doubtless appeared, even then, for its 
reverend inhabitant, — waa well enough 
suited to the fortunes of that' inhabitant ; 
for Mr. "Wesley was also poor. He was 
poor, very poor, when in the year 1693, he 
went to live at Epworth, as its rector; and 
poor he remained as long as he lived. I 
have no doubt that the people at Epworth 
would have thought a little more of their 
minister than they did, if he had been a rich 
man, instead of a poor one ; fur this, you 
know, — or you will know, my young reader, 
if you live many years longer, — is the way 
of the world : — " men will praise thee if thou 
doest well to thyself." But, after all, this is 
of little consequence ; and riches are of use 
just so far as they put it into our power to 
do good to our fellow-creatures, and no 
farther. Sometimes poverty is better for us 
than riches would be ; and then it is happy 
for UB to be poor. I have no doubt what- 
ever that John Wesley — of whom I am pre- 
sently to give you some account — was, at 
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4 A COUNTRY CLERGYMAN, " 

any time of his life, more thankful that his 
father was sober, righteous, and godly, than 
though he had been the richest- man in aU 
England. 

Still, poverty has many inconveniences, 
and the rector of Epworth knew well what 
these were. He had a large family of young 
children, and a wife whom he loved very 
much, and an aged widowed mother, who 
had suffered great persecution for religion, 
and whom he was called by the providence 
of God to sustain in her old age ; and it 
grieved him deeply that so many who were 
dear to him should ever suffer because he was 
poor. He was in debt, too, though not 
from carelessness or extravagance, and this 
was a greater burden upon his spirit than 
almost every thing besides. 

But " this poor man cried, and the Lord 
heard him, and saved him out of all his 
troubles," — sometimes by putting it into 
the hearts of Mr. Wesley's rich and power- 
ful friends (for he had such) to assist him, 
and sometimes by sending help from those 
whom he thought were his enemies. Thus, 
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thoi^h pool) the rector of Epworth was not 
a forsaken, nor an unhappy man ; and he 
could write in one of his poems (for he was 
a poet as well as a preacher,) — 

" Let earth go where it will, I'll not repine, 
Nor can unhappy be, while heaven is mine!" 

Ah, young reader, it is not poverty that 
can make any person really unhappy if the 
love of God be in the heart. No, no. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Wesley's poverty some- 
times brought troubles upon him which were 
hard to bear. One time, when his wife was 
ill, and the weather was cold, he found that 
he had no coals to make a comfortable fire. 
At this time he had but six shillings in the 
world, — to say nothing of the great debts he 
owed ; and this small sum he was obliged to 
expend in firing. Sut the next morning 
came a letter, and in that letter was a bank 
note for ten pounds, which a kind lady had 
sent to him from a distance ; and " never," 
he said, " came any thing more like a gift 
from heaven." 

^ ^'-'■■yi^ 



6 A COUNTRY CLERflYMAIf, 

At odter times, the creditors to whom he 
owed money were harsh towards him, 
because he could not pay them : — so mucli 
so that he was once put into prison for debt. 
But from this trouble he was delivered by 
the hiudness of friends whom God raised up 
for him in this time of need. 

Other trials also fell to the lot of the 
rector of Epworth besides that of poverty. 
He lost many of hia children while they 
were young ; and although a still greater 
number were spared to him and their mother, 
and although, I venture to say, he found it 
hard to maintain such a numerous family as 
he had, yet to lose even one child is such a 
trial as none bat a parent can fully con- 
ceive of. 

Then he had enemies around him who 
sometimes strove to injure him. I believe 
he was a faithful minister of the gospel, 
and you know, or may have heard, that 
wicked men do not like to be told of their 
sins. Very likely the rector of Epworth 
had offended some of his parishioners by 
being plain and open with them, and thus 
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made them riolent against him. It must 
have grieved this good man that any one 
should dislike him on this account ; but 
perhaps he comforted himself with thinking 
that he was not one of those of ^rhom it is 
said, " Woe unto you when all men shall 
speak well of you." 

Another sad trial that happened to the 
rector of Epworth I will give you in his 
own words, 

" On the last day of July, 1702, a fire 
broke out in my house, by some sparks 
which took bold of the thatch this dry time, 
and consumed about two-thirds of it before 
it could be quenched. I was at the lower 
end of the town to visit a sick person. As 
I was returning they brought me the news. 
I got a horse, rode up, and heard by the 
way that my wife, children, and books, were 
saved ; for which God be praised, as well as 
for what He has taken. They were all 
blether in my study, and the fire under 
them. When it broke out, my wife got two 
of the children in her arms, uid ran through 
the smoke and fire ; but one of them was 

t;'-»-«k 



8 A COUNTRY CLERGYMAN. 

left in the huny till the other cried for her, 
and the neighbours ran in and got her out 
through the fire, aa they did my books, and 
m o9t of my goods." 

It cost the poor rector sixty pounds to 
re-build his house ; and this great expense 
increased his poverty ; but you see, he was 
more thankful to God for hia goodness in 
preserving his family, than disposed to 
murmur about his loss, A good example 
this for every one to follow. If young 
people could be taught always to look at the 
bright side of every event, instead of the 
dark side, how much would their peace and 
happiness through life be increased. 

You will read, in another chapter, of a 
more serious fire, which burnt this poor 
parsonage house quite to the ground. In 
this, I have no more to tell, except that the 
rector of Epworth lived to be an aged man, 
having preached the gospel in Epworth 
church forty years ; — and that, before he 
died, he had the happiness of seeing his 
children useful in the world, and honouring 
their father's God. 



CHAPTER IL 

THE MOST LOVING FAMILY IN ALL 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 

I must tell you a little more about the 
family at Epworth rectory before we get 
at John Wesley singly and alone ; and one 
of the pleasantest things about it is, that 
it was said to be " the most loving family 
in all Lincolnshire." This certainly was 
a bold assertion, for there were thousands 
of families in that county at that time, 
and in most of these I should hope there 
was much family affection. But that such 
an honourable character should ever have 
been given lo the family at the parsonage 
house at Spworth, proves that it was there 
known and felt, " how good and how plea- 
sant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity." 

One of our hymns tells us, — 

" Where sUten dwell sod brothers meet, 
QuairelB gbould never come." i . 
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Now, thia is very true — nothing can be 
more bo : but I am sadly afraid that quarrels 
do often come among brothers and sisters ; 
and it is quite worth our while to find out, 
if we can, how it was they were so rare in a 
house where there were brethren and sisters 
not a few, — for at one time there were no 
leas than tliirteen living together. 

Ah ! there are some families, I guess, in 
which even three children, who ought to love 
one another with all the strength of their 
little hearts, cannot keep " peace at home •" 
I wonder what wouldhappen in such families 
if the three were thirteen ! 

I will not presume to say that any oiymi, 
my young friends, are quarrelsome and 
unloving children. Nay, I would fain 
believe that you form a part of just such a 
family as lived at Epworth rectory, nearly a 
hundred and fifty years ago. But for the 
sake of those whom it may concern, I shall 
tell how that large family was managed. 

First of all, let it be known that the rector 
himself was a kind and wise father. He 
read the Bible, and knew it to he a Bible- 
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truth, that children, — aye, even young chil- 
dren, — lovely and pleasant as they are, 
especially to their parents, have yet sinful 
natures, which need to be renewed, — sinful 
passions, which need to be restrained, — and 
sinful hearts, which need to be changed. 
He believed also, I should hope, that the 
great work of changing the heart is the work 
of God's Holy Spirit ; and, I doubt not that 
he often prayed God to have this mercy on 
his dear children. But he knew also that 
God expects parents to do their part, &nd 
that the Bible gives plain directions to 
parents how they are to train their chil- 
dren " in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord." Now, the rector of Epworth not 
only knew this, but he also put into practice 
what he knew, so that, though he was a 
kind father, he was not indulgent to the 
faults of his children ; and, in truth, this 
was one proof of his kindness. 

But this was not all. It was a great bless- 
ing to the family at Epworth rectory that it 
contained a vrise and good mother, as well as 
father. Perhaps it was principally owing 

t;'-"-«i^ 



13 THE HOST LOVING FAMILY 

to the wisdom and piety of this mother, that 
such a character as " the most loving," was 
justly bestowed on that family. 

I could tell you much of John Wesley's 
mother that would induce you to think very 
highly of her as a Christian lady; but I 
shall only write here what concerns her as a 
mother. 

For one thing, it was a great help to her 
in bringing up her own children, that she 
also had pious and prudent parents who had 
been anxious to teach her " the fear of the 
Lord," which " is the beginning of wisdom," 
and had given her such an education besides 
as fitted and enabled her to instruct her own 
children. While young, these children 
never had any other teacher than their 
mother, who not only taught them all to read 
and write, and the little girls to sew and 
knit, but gave them also good instructions 
in Latin, French, and Greek. In after years 
was seen how much, even in these particulars, 
she had done for her children. 

But this is only a small part of what Mrs. 
Wesley performed. While she informed 
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the minds of her cbiMren, she trained them 
to those habits of order, obedience, morality, 
self-control, and true politeness, which gave 
them such an advantage over the children of 
other families around them. Read what she 
wrote, many years afterwards, and when her 
children were grown up to be men and 
women : — 

"In order to form the minds of children, 
the first thing to he done is to conquer their 
will, and bring them to an obedient temper. 
To inform the understanding is a work of 
time ; and must, with children, proceed by 
slow degrees, as they are able to bear it ; but 
the subjecting the will is a thing which must 
be done at once, and the sooner the better ; 
for by neglecting timely correction, they 
will contract a stubbornness and obstinacy 
which are hardly ever after conquered, and 
never without using such severity as would 
be as painful to me as to the child. In the 
esteem of the world they pass for kind and 
indulgent, whom I call cruel parents, who 
permit their children to get habits which 
they know must be afterwards broken. • • 
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"Onrchildreiiwere taught, as sooD as they 
could speak, the Lord's prayer, which they 
were made to say at rising and hed-time con- 
stantly; to which, as they grew bigger, 
were added a short prayer for their parents 
and some collects, a short catechiam, and 
some portions of Scripture, as their memories 
could bear. They were very early made to 
distinguish the Sabbath from other days 
before they could well speak or go. They 
were as soon taught to be stilt at family 
prayers, and to ask a blessing immediately 
after. 

"They were quickly made to understand 
they might have nothing they cried for, and 
instructed to speak properly for what they 
wanted. They were not suffered to ask 
even the lowest servant for aught, without 
saying, Pray [or if you please] give me such 
a thing. 

" Taking God's name in vain, cursing and 
awearing, profanenesa, rude, ill-bred names, 
were never heard among them. 

"There were several bye-laws observed 
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among us. I meation theia here because I 
think tliem iiseful. 

" It has often been observed that cowardice 
and fear of puaishment often lead children 
into lying, till they get a custom of it which 
they cannot leave. To prevent this, a law 
was made that whosoever was chained with a 
&ult of wliich they were guilty, if they would 
ingenuously confess it, and promise to amend, 
should not be beaten. 

" That no sinful action, as lying, disobe- 
dience, quarrelling, &c., should ever pass 
unpunished. 

" That no child should ever be twice chid, 
or beaten for the same fault ; and that, if they 
amended, they should nevez be upbraided 
with it afterwards. 

" That every signal act of obedience, 
especially when it crossed their own inclina- 
tions, should be always commended, and fre- 
quently rewarded, according to the merits 
of the case. 

" That if ever any child performed an act 
of obedience, or did any thing with an inten- 
tion to please, though the performance was 

<:'""Sk 



16 THE MOST LOVINQ FAHILT 

not well, yet the obedieoce and intentloa 
should be kindly accepted, and the child, 
with sweetness, directed how to do better 
foi the future. 

" That property be inviolably preserved ; 
and none suffered to invade the property of 
another in the smallest matter, though it were 
but of the value of a farthing, or a pin, — 
which they might not take from the owner 
without, much less against, his consent. 
" That promises be strictly observed." 
These were some of the plans by which 
this " loving family" were governed ;* and 
though, perhaps, some of my young readers 
may think them rather strict, there can be 
no doubt that they were aa wise and kind as 
they were proper, and such as all good 
parents desire and strive to follow, though 
they may not have them written down so 

* There were matiy oilier rule* laid down, and plant 
followed at Epworth rectory, — such as early risings 
proper behaviour at meala, and constant employment. 
Thus the children were early trained to habits of good 
breeding and industry, which accompanied them 
through life. 

^^-J'-'Sl^ 
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iarderly. And let every boy and girl bear id 
mind that every rule they may be obliged to 
observe at home is intended for their good ; 
and that love makes obedieoce pleasant. 

But oh, that self-will ! It was kind and 
merciful in this mother of whom you have 
been reading in this chapter, and it is kind 
and merciful in every parent, to endeavour 
to conquer it in their children. It is that 
which does so much mischief in the world, 
and brings such ruin upon thousands and 
thousands of children, and older people too. 
Dear young friend, do not you know this ? 
And will you not strive against it, and pray 
that God will make you humble, teachable, 
mild, and self-denying ? 

I am afraid this may be thought a dull 
chapter, and I will promise that the next, at 
any rate, shall be more lively. But this 
will not be the least useful in the book if it 
leads any dear reader to be thankful for 
parental instruction. It is not every mother 
who has it in her power to educate her 
children just as Mrs. Wesley educated hers. 
But different roads, you know, may lead to 
.... -tSn,,!. 
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the same place, and it is more impoitaat that 
children should be taught obedience and 
other excellent lessons, than that precisely 
the same methods should be used at all times 
and in all families. 

One particular, however, I must not omit. 
The mother of whom you have read, never 
neglected to pray that God would bless the 
means she used, so as to make them effectual 
in leading her children in the way they 
should go. And her prayers were answered. 
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CHAPTER in. 
"a brako plucked from the burning." 

I MUST now go back a little way in my 
story, to tell you tliat John Wesley was born 
at Epworth, on the 17th of June, 1703, and 
that when he was batween five and six years 
old, a terrible event took place which was 
near bringing bim to an early and shocking 
death, but from which he was preserved by 
the mercy of hia heavenly Father. 

This event was a fire, I have alreatly 
mentioned one fire at Epwortb rectory. The 
liistory of the second I will give you in the 
words of John Wesley's mother, who wrote 
the following account of it. 

" On Wednesday night, February 9th, 
1709, between the hours of eleven and 
twelve, some sparks fell from the roof of our 
house upon one of the children's feet. She 
immediately ran to our chamber and called 
us. Mr. Wesley, hearing a cry of fire in the 
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20 A BRAND PLUCKED 

street, Gtarted up, (as I was very ill, he lay 
in a Beparate room from me,) and opening 
his door, found the fire was in his own house. 
He immediately came to my room, and bid 
me and my eldest daughters rise quickly, 
and shift for ourselves. Then he ran and 
burst open the nursery door, and called to 
the maid to bring out the children. The 
two little ones lay in the bed with her ; the 
three others in another bed. She snatched 
up the youngest, and bid the rest follow, 
which the three elder did. When we were 
got into the hall, and were surrounded with 
flames, Mr. Wesley found he had left the 
keys of the doors above stairs. He ran up 
and recovered them, a minute before the 
staircase took fire. When we opened the 
street-door the strong north-east wind drove 
the fiames in with such violence, that none 
could stand against them. But some of our 
children got out through the windows, the 
rest through a little door into the garden. 
I was not in a condition to climb up to the 
windows, neither could I get to the garden- 
door. I endeavoured three times to force 

t;'-»-«k 



FROM THE BURNINO. 21 

my passage through the straet-door, but was 
as often beat back by the fury of the flames. 
In this distress, I besought our blessed 
Saviour for help, and then waded through 
the fire, oaked as I was ; which did me no 
further harm than a little scorching my hands 
and face. 

" When Mr. Wesley had seen the other 
children safe, be heard the child in the 
nursery cry. He attempted to go up the 
stairs, but they were all on fire, and would 
not bear bis weight. Finding it impossible 
to give any help, he kneeled down in the 
ball, and recommended the soul of the child 
to God," 

But God had much work for this child to 
do in the world ; and though all around 
must have thought that already poor little 
John had perished, or was perishing in the 
fierce flames, he was preserved unhurt. I 
have given you his mother's account of the 
fire ; I will now add John Wesley's own 
history of his preservation. 

" I remember," he said many years after- 
wards, " all the circumstances as distinctly 
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as though it were but yesterday. Seeicg^ 
the room was very light, I called to the maid 
to take me up. But none answering, I put 
my head out of the curtains, and saw streaks 
of fire on tJie top of the room. I got up and 
ran to the door, but could get no further, 
all beyond it being in a blaze. I then 
climbed up on a chest, which stood near the 
window. One in the yard saw me ; and 
proposed running to fetch a ladder. Another 
answered, 'There will not be time; but I 
have thought of another expedient. Here, 
I will fix myself against the wall ; lift a 
light man, and set him upon my shoulders,* 
They did so; and he took me out of the 
window. Just then, the whole roof fell in ; 
but it fell inwards, or we had all been 
crushed at once. "When they brought me 
into the house where my father was, he cried 
out ; ' Come neighbours, let us kneel down ! 
let us give thanks to God ! He has given 
me all my eight children ; let the house goi 
I am rich enough.' " 

You will not wonder, I am sure, that these 
circumstances were so deeply impressed upon 
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the memory of the child who was thus saved ; 
and it may be that God made use of this 
wonderful escape from earthly burnings, in 
leading him to flee from " the wrath which 
is to come." Dear young reader, you would 
fear to be exposed to such danger as that of 
which you have just read : — listen then to 
the words of the kind and compassionate 
Saviour. " I say unto you, Be not afraid 
of them [or of those things] that kill the 
body, and after that, have no more that 
they can do. Bat I will forewarn you 
whom ye shall fear. Fear him, which, 
after he hath killed, hath power to cast 
into hell. Yea, I say unto you. Fear Him." 
Luke xii. 4, 5. 

You cannot but imagine that the preser- 
vation of their little boy, was long remem- 
bered by his parents with gratitude to Him 
who had saved him from so dreadful a death. 
Here are some lines which Mrs. Wesley 
wrote, two years afterwards, which show this 
to have been the case, and which show, too, 
how anxious she was that the life Crod had 
thua spared, should be devoted to His praise. 
l^^'-'Sl^ 
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" What shall I tender to the Ix)rd for all 
His merciea ? The little unworthy praise 
that I can offer, is so mean and contemptible 
an ofTering, that I am even ashamed to tender 
it. Butj Lord, accept it for the sake of 
Christ, and pardon the deficiency of the sac- 
rifice. 

" I would offer thee myself, and all that 
thou hast given me ; and I would resolve, — 
O give me grace to do it, — that the remainder 
of my life shall be all devoted to thy service. 
And I do intend to be more particularly 
careful of the soul of this child that thou 
hast BO mercifully provided for, than ever I 
have been ; that I may do my endeavour to 
instil into his mind the principles of thy true 
religion and virtue. Lord, give me grace to 
do it sincerely and prudently, and bless my 
attempts with good success." 

I should tell you that some persons be- 
lieved that this fire was not accidental ; hut 
that some wicked person, out of hatred to 
the rector of Epworth, had done it. If this 
were so, how great was the guilt of that 
person 1 and how should all such instances 
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of tieachery and revenge as we frequently 
read ot hear of, teach the young how need- 
ful it is to guard agaiost the first feelings of 
resentful passion ia the heart. 

" Hard names at fint, and threatening vordt, 

That are but noUy breath. 
May grow to clubs and naked swardi, 

To murder and to death," 

And we know where it is stud, "Who- 
soever hateth hia brother is a murderer." 
1 John iii. 15. 

It was. a aad blow to the family at the 
rectory, to have their house burned to the 
ground, and almost all their goods consumed, 
although they felt " rich enough" in having 
saved every child. 

It cost much money to huild another 
house, and (what was felt to he still worse) 
while this was going on, the children were 
dispersed abroad in several families where 
" they were left at full liberty to converse 
with servants, which before they had always 
been restrained from ; and to run abroad to 
play with any children, good or bad. They 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A CONVENTICLE. 

I HAVE not done with Epworth yet, for I 
cannot persuade myself to leave untold a 
circumstance which very likely had more 
than a little influence on John Wesley's 
whole life afterwards. 

When he was about eight or nine years 
old, his father had occasion to go to London, 
where he remained for a considerable time : 
and while he was absent, his place in church 
was filled up fay a clergyman, who seemed, 
from his manner of preaching, to be ignorant 
of the great truths of the gospel of God. 

This was very sad ; and it is greatly to be 
lamented that there have been so many 
unconverted men, wlio have looked upon the 
ministry of the gospel as a mere trade by 
which to get a living, without being at all 
concerned to know any thing themselves of 
the truths they have professed to teach. It 
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waa of sucli teachers that Jesus said, " If the 
blind lead the blind, they shall both fall into 
a ditch," This is not the place to say how it 
has come to pass that such persons have been 
encouraged to become ministers, though so 
unfit , for the important work : but some 
truths are never out of place, and I may say 
that none but those who have the love of God 
shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy 
Ghost, can possibly be fit to tell abroad 
the sweet story of God's lore to the world 
through Jesus Christ. 

It may be supposed that Mrs. Wesley was 
very uncomfortable in hearing, Sunday after 
Sunday, a person pretending to preach about 
what he clearly did not understand; or 
preaching — as the apostle Paul says, — 
" another gospel which is not another," or 
which is no gospel at all. Like a good and 
anxious mother, she was more particularly 
concerned about her children, whom she 
rigbtly judged could receive little good, and 
might receive much harm, from this kind of 
religious teaching. 

While these thoughts were passing through 
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her mind, one of their daughters found in 
the father's study, an account of the Danish 
or Moravian missionaries. " Having never 
seen this book," said Mrs. Wesley, " I 
ordered my daughter to read it to me. I 
was never, I think more affected with any 
tiling than with the relation of their trials ; 
and was exceedingly pleased with the noble 
design they were engaged in. Their labours 
refreshed my soul hej^ond measuie ; and I 
could not forbear spending good part of that 
evening in piaising and adoring the divine 
goodness for inspiring those good men with 
such ardent zeal for His glory, that they were 
willing to hazard their lives and all that is 
esteemed dear to men in this world, to 
advance the honour of their master, Jesus, 
for several days I could think or speak of 
little else. At last, it came into my mind, 
though I am not a man nor a minister of the 
gospel, and so cannot be employed in such a 
worthy employment as they were ; yet if my 
heart were sincerely devoted to God, and if 
I were inspired with a true zeal for His glory, 
and did really desire the salvation of souls, I 
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tniglit do somewhat more than I do. I 
thought I might live in a more exemplary 
manner in some things ; I might pray more 
for the people, and speak with more warmth 
to those with whom I have an opportunity 
of conversing. However, I resolved to 
begin with my own children." 

This resolution did not end, as too many 
good resolutions are said to end, in doing 
nothing. Mrs. Wesley began at once to 
set apart "a small portion of time every 
evening for talking to her children, one by 
one, about their souls, and the way of eternal 
life. And, as there was only a morning 
service at church on Sunday, she deter- 
mined to spend an hour or two in the evening 
of the Lord's day in reading a sermon to her 
whole family, in conversing with them on 
religious subjects, and in family prayer. 

Now, it happened that there was a servant 
lad in the house, whose parents lived in 
Epworth, and to whom he told what his 
mistress had done. On hearing this they 
asked as a favour that they might come in 
and hear the sermon and prayers. Then 
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they told some of their neighbours, who also 
begged to be admitted, so that soon the com- 
pany increased to thirty or forty. 

With these few neighbours Mrs. Wesley 
talked freely and affectionately about " the 
things which are not seen, and eternal." 
She chose the best and most suitable sermons 
she could find, and spent more time than at 
first in these exercises. The fame of this 
soon spread abroad, and the company in- 
creased every time the meeting was held, 
until more than two hundred persons were 
gathered tt^ether in the parsonage hoosej to 
hear the minister's wife read sermons, and to 
join in the prayers she offered, while many 
went away for want of room. 

You may suppose that such strange doings 
made a -stir through the little town of 
Epworth; and Mr. Wesley's worldly curate 
(the clergyman I just now mentioned) was 
exceedingly vexed. He wrote a letter to 
Mr. Wesley, complaining very much of these 
meetings, and saying that Mrs. Wesley had 
turned the parsonage house into — into what 
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do you think, young reader ? — into a 
Conventicle. 

Now before we go any further, we may 
well try to understand what this dreadful 
thing — a conventicle — can be. 

Well then, a conventicle means an assem- 
bly, or a meeting, — a gathering together of 
people. There is nothing very bad, surely, 
in this ? No, hut the word came into use 
in times of persecution and ignorance and 
bigotry : and it was used as a term of re- 
proach and scorn and hatred, against those 
meetings for religious worship which were 
not held according to law, and against which 
there were wicked laws. So when people 
talked about conventicles, they were under- 
stood to mean religious meetings which were 
not lawful and proper. It is one of the 
blessings of the days in which we live, that 
people may meet when and where they 
please, for the worship and service of God, 
so that they do not improperly araioy their 
neighbours, and it is as lawful to meet in a 
cottage or a bam, or a meeting-house, for 
this purpose, as in a church. Though, there- 
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fore, there are still some persons so weak- 
minded and ignorant, as to use the word con- 
venticle in a foolish and disdainful manner, 
when speaking of meetings for religious 
worship, if held in any other place than the 
parish church, they only show their spite 
and folly by using it. 

But in the limes of which I am writing, 
there were laws against conventicles, and, in 
the memory of persons who then lived, there 
had been very cruel persecuting laws of this 
kind. The parents, both of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wesley, had suffered from these laws, as 
had thousands more pious ministers and 
private Christians. 

I must tell you, also, that Mr. "Wesley, 
though a good man, had very strong preju- 
dices against his fellow Christians, who 
assembled for religious worship in meeting 
houses — or in conventicles, as he would doubt- 
less have called them — and not in the 
churches established and supported by law. 
When, therefore, he was informed that, while 
he was absent from his parish, his wife held 
a conventicle in his own house, he was sadly 
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alanned, and wrote to her to discoDtinue 
Etich meetings. 

And though it will take up rather more 
room than I can coDTeniently spare, I must 
give my readers a part of the letter that Mrs. 
Wesley sent back to her husband. 

"What," she says, "does their calling it 
a conventicle signify ? Does it alter the 
nature of the thing ?• or do you think that 
what they say is a sufficient reason to for- 
bear what has already done so much good, 
and by the blessing of God, may do much 
mote ? If its being called a conventicle (or 
an unlawful assembly) by those who know 
in their conscience they misrepresent it, did 
really make it one, what you say would be 
somewhat to the purpose ; but it is plain in 
fiict that this one thing has brought more 
people to church than ever any thing did 
in so short a time. 

" Besides the constant attendance on the 
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public worship of God, our meeting has won- 
derfully conciliated the minds of this people 
towards us, so that we now live in the great- 
est amity imaginable ; and what is still 
better, they are very much reformed in 
their behaviour on the Lord's day ; and those 
who used to be playing in the streets now 
come to hear a good sermon road, which is 
surely more acceptable to Almighty God. 

" Another reason for what I do, is that 
I have no other way of conversing with this 
people ; and therefore have no other way of 
doing them good : but by this I have an 
opportunity of exercising the greatest and 
noblest charity, that is, charity to their souls, 

"Some families who seldom went to 
church, now go constantly ; and one person 
who had not been there for seven years, is 
now prevailed upon to go with the rest. 

" There are many other good consequen- 
ces of this meeting, which I have not time 
to mention. Now, I beseech you, weigh all 
these things in an impartial balance ; on the 
one side the honour of Almighty God, the 
doing much .good to many souls, and the 
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frienihip of tie best among wiom we live • 
on the other, the senseless objections of a 
few persona, laughing at us, and cenanring 
us as precise and hypocritical ; and when 
you have duly considered all things, let me 
have your positive determination. 

" If you do, after all, think flt to dissolve 
this assembly, do not teU me that you deare 
me to do it, for that will not satisfy my con- 
science i but send me your positive command 
in such full and eipress terms as may absolve 
me from all guilt and punislimeDt, for neg. 
lecting this opportunity of doing good, when 
you and I shaU appear before the great and 
awful tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ," 

After receiving this letter, I believe that 
the rector of Epworth did not any longer 
wish the meetings to be discontinued during 
his absence from home, though they were 
called conventicles. That much good was 
done by them there cannot be a doubt. It 
may be, if these meetings had not been held 
-perhaps if the litUe book about the Danish 
missionaries had not been found, and read to 
Mrs. Wesley— her son, John Wesley, might 
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not 80 boldly have set about tbe work which 
Ood had intended him to perform in the 
world. We may, at least, believe that the 
remembrance of his dear mother's zeal and 
boldness at this time, for the glory of her 
Saviour, and the good of her fellow -creatures, 
often, in later years, warmed his heart, and 
gave him greater courage to proceed onward 
in the path of duty and honour, through evil 
report and through good report. 

About two years after these occurrences, 
John Wesley was sent to a public school in 
London. His parents vrishedhim to be edu- 
cated for a clei^man, as were also his 
elder brother, Samuel, and his younger bro- 
ther Charles.* 

• lliese were the only brothers of John Wesley 
vho reached manliood. The larger part of the family 
at Epworth rectory were daughters. 
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OXFORD, AND THE FIB»T METHODISTS. 

My young readers have moat likely heard 
of Oxford. Perhaps they know that it is a 
city in Oxfordshire, about fifty-eix miles 
from London, and that in this city is one of 
the most famous universities of England. 
The word University they will understand 
means a large puhlic school for young men, 
where every kind ofleamingis to be obtained. 

I have not room to write many particulars 
concerning this famous and ancient Univer- 
sity. I will, however, just say that it has 
many distinct colleges, in which the young 
men principally reside ; that each college has 
its own governor, and other officers ; that as 
many as two thousand persons are gathered 
together in the various colleges of Oxford 
during those parts of the year that are called 
term times j that these persons are known by 
the name of collegians; and that a great 
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number of these collegians are intended to 
become ministers of the Church of England. 
It may he as well to say also, that the usual time 
for a young man to spend in the University 
is four years, when he ia considered to be 
sufficiently educated ; and that this course of 
instruction is generally expensive, although 
at first, the universities were designed prin- 
cipally for the poor. There are, however, a 
number of young men educated without cost 
in the different colleges j and there are also, 
in each college, certain persons, called Fel- 
lows, who, having been once chosen, are 
entitled to live in the college as long as they 
please, (unless they marry,) and to share in 
its revenues, or profits. 

I have already told you that John Wesley 
was intended by his parents to be a clergy- 
man. To fit him for the university which, 
in its turn, was to fit him, as was supposed, 
for the ministry, he was sent, as I have said 
before, to a public school in London, where 
he became distinguished for bis steadiness 
and diligence ; and when he was seventeen 
years of age, he was chosen from among his 
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school fellows, and sent to the college of 
Christ-church in Oxford. 

Having been thus chosen, his education 
was not costly, and what was necessary for 
his maintenance was principally supplied by 
his elder brother, who was one of the teachers 
of Westminster School, and who never failed, 
as much as was iu his power, to relieve his 
parents in their poverty, and to render assi»> 
tance to his brothers and sisters, 

I have known some families where much 
love is professed, and but little shown whea 
help is needed. It was not so with the 
" loving family" of Epworth. Through life 
— and some of them lived to be aged — each 
was ready to bear another's biuden, and thus 
to fulfil the law of Christ. I heartily wish 
that all families were like the Wesley family 
in this respect. 

Well, I have said that John Wesley went 
to Oxford : but I dare not say that when he 
went there he had right thoughts of the very 
important work for which he wished to be 
trained. No doubt he was very correct in 
bis conduct, and very diligent iu his studies* 
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and very clever in many respects : but he 
had, at that time, no heart reUgion ; he was 
not converted; he knew not, by experience, 
what those words of the Lord Jesus Christ 
mean, " Except a man be bom again, be 
cannot see the kingdom of Qod," John 
iii. 3. 

The first years of his college life were 
passed by him, much as they are by many 
others. He did not, like some, greedily run 
into sin and profligacy, and thus bring dis- 
grace upon himself, and distress upon his 
friends. On the contrary, the good exam- 
ples he had witnessed at home, and the good 
instructions he had there received, were ever 
remembered by him ; and his couduct woa 
consistent and praiseworthy. He continued 
diligent, too, in his studies. The habits of 
constant application, as well as of sobriety, 
which had always marked bis character, 
were now useful to hiro, not only in helping 
him on in bis education, but in gaining the 
esteem of all around him. But one thing . 
more was wanting. The Bible tells us that 
" without FAITH it is impossible to please 
E S 
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God :" — that was the one thing John Wesley, 
at this time, needed. 

Perhaps this young man was in soma 
measure aware that all was not right between 
God and his soul; for as the time drew 
near when he should be ordained as a min- 
ister, he became more thoughtful and in- 
quiring about religion. He carefully read 
books which he thought would help to set 
him right if he were wrong; and he also 
wrote many letters to his kind, faithful, and 
pious mother, respecting some doubts which 
he had felt, and concerning the truths of the 
Bible generally. Here is part of a letter 
which she sent in reply : — 

*' The alteration in your temper has occa- 
sioned me much speculation. I, who am 
apt to be sanguine, hope it may proceed 
from the operations of God's Holy Spirit, 
that, by taking off your relish for^earthly 
enjoyments. He may prepare and dispose your 
mind for a more serious and close application 
to things of a more sublime and^spiritual 
nature. If it be so, happy are you^if jou 
cherish those dispositions, and now, in good 
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earnest, resolve to make religion the business 
of your life ; for, after all, that is the one 
thing which, strictly speaking, is necessary : 
all things beside are comparatively little to 
the purposes of life. I heartily wish you 
would DOW enter upon a strict examination 
of youraelf, that you may know whether you 
have a reasonable hope of salvation by Jesus 
Christ. If you have, the satisfaction of 
knowing it will abundantly reward your 
pains ; if you have not, you will find a more 
reasonable occasion for tears than can be met 
with in a tragedy. This matter deserves 
great consideration by all, but especially by 
those who are designed for the ministry ; 
who ought above all things, to make their 
own calling and election sure ; lest, after 
they have preached to others, they them- 
selves should be cast away." 

This was kind and Christian advice ; and 
it would be well if every young reader would 
follow it, by examining themselves whether 
they have any love to Christ, or hope, and 
faith in Him. Perhaps some, however, may 
think. If John Wesley's mother was not 
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quite satisfied of his being a Christiaii, wlij 
did she still encourage him to become a 
Christian minister ? — And this ceitidnjy was 
an error. 

But let us get on with our history. — When 
John Wesley had been about four years at 
the University, he received ordination as 
Deacon, and the next year, he was elected, 
or chosen, as Fellow of Lincoln college. 
Soon afterwards, he spent some time at 
Epworth, as his Other's curate, returning to 
Oxford, when twenty-five years of age, to 
be ordained as a Priest. In the meantime, 
his brother Charles, who was five years 
younger than himself, had become an Oxford 
student. In the year 1729, John Wesley 
returned to reside in Oxford, and became 
tutor in Ms college. 

And now, some strange things were said 
in Oxford about John Wesley, his brother 
Charles, and a few other collegians, wbo 
seemed to be their chosen friends and com- 
panions. It was reported, — what do you 
think, young reader ? Why, that they were 
ia earnest about religion ; that they were 
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seeking tbe salvation of their souls, and not 
of their own only, but of the souls of others. 
It was said that these extraordinary young 
men, of whom John Wesley was the leader, 
were frequently holding meetings in their 
rooms for religious conversation and prayer ; 
that they took great pains with the younger 
members of the University, to keep them 
jrom bad company, and encourage them in 
a sober, religious life, — inviting them to 
breakfast or tea, in order to have an oppor- 
tunity of conversing with them on these 
matters. It was known that they visited 
in turns the poor prisoners in Oxford Castle, 
every day, for the purpose of instructiDg 
them in religion ; that when a new prisoner 
came — as, alas! was no rare occurrence, — 
they paid particular attention to him, en- 
deavouring to aronse his conscience, and lead 
him to repentance ; and that when any poor 
wretch was under sentence of death, they 
spent much time with him in prayer and 
exhortation. It waa said, also, that many 
debtors, whom they found in prison, were 
released, by being furnished, through these 
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young students, with money for the payment 
of their debts. 

This was not all. Those who troubled 
themselves to inquire more particularly con- 
cerning the unusual conduct of these young 
men, discovered that they had several poor 
families under their care and instruction, 
whom they visited, at least once a week, — 
sometimes giving them money, and always 
warning them of any thing they might think 
wrong, and examining the children; that 
they supported a school likewise, which it 
was believed Mr. John Wesley had himself 
set up, and in which poor children were not 
only instructed, hut decently clothed ; and 
that they paid frequent visits to the parish 
workhouse, and read to the old folks there, 
as they did in the prison to the prisoners. 

And for all these out-of-the-way doings, 
which occupied much time and attention, it 
was known that the young men who were 
thus banded together, were more diligent 
than most of their fellow-students ; .that 
they laboured hard to acquire learning, 
rising, most, or all of them, very early, tliat 
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no time might be wasted ; and that the; 
were very patient when jeered or reproached 
for their strange conduct. " They seldom 
took any notice of the accusations brought 
against them for their charitable employ- 
ments ; but if they did make any reply, it 
was commonly such a plain and simple one, 
as if there was nothing more in the case, but 
that they had just heard such doctrines from 
their Saviour, and bad believed and done 
accordingly." 

Again, it was commonly reported of these 
young men, that they observed with great 
strictness the forms of their church — that 
is, of the church of England ; that they fre- 
t^uently fasted; and that they abstained 
from the diversions of which most of their 
fellow collegians were very fond. 

Now, perhaps my readers may be inclined 
to think, — " Well, and where was the harm 
of all this ?" And if the question were put 
to me, I should answer, — I do not see any 
harm in these things ; but «n the contrary, 
I think they were very good and proper. 
Whether they were good or bad, however, 
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those who practised them soon obtained much 
contempt and derision, and ill-will, and perse- 
cution. By their fellow-students these young 
men were called EnthutiasU ; and their little 
society was nicknamed. The Reforming Club, 
The Godly Club, The Holy Club, and other 
such titles which, though good in themselves, 
were disdainfully meant. Eut the most 
famous name found for the young men was 
that of Methodists. This was not a new 
name,butanoIdonebroughtfreshintousefor 
the purpose of insulting John Wesley and 
his friends. A hundred years before, some 
pious people of England had been called 
Methodists ; and now, when it was again 
used, it mightily pleased the fancy of those 
who heard it : and from that day to this, it has 
been in common use among many, who wish 
to show scorn of the humble followers of 
Jesus. 

But though the name was thus given by 
those who disliked them, John Wesley and 
his friends did not at all object to it. After 
a. while, tbey began, I suppose, to think it 
a very good and suitable title ; and in the 
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course of years, as you will presently learn, 
it became the common diatinction of all the 
members of the numerous societies which 
were formed by Mr. Wesley. 

And thus, even at the present time, we 
may hear the word Methodist used with two 
very different meanings. By some it is 
intended as a term of reproach and derision 
against any one who is in earnest about 
reli^on. By others it is used as the honour- 
able uame of a particular body of Christians, — 
just as the words Moravian, Baptist, and 
many others are used. 

Perhaps it might be a good thing if these 
names were discontinued, and all the follow- 
ers of Christ were called Christians only. 
But I am sure there are other matters of 
more consequence than this afiair of names. 

As the unusual conduct of John and 
Charles Wesley became more known, a 
greater degree of opposition was raised against 
them ; and though this did not greatly move 
them, they were anxious to know that they 
were doing right, and they thought it their 
duty to ask the advice and opinion of their 

F 
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parents and brother. From each of these 
counsellors they had encouragement to go 
on as they had begun. Their father wrote, 
" Great Is my glorying in you. I am filled 
with comfort. I am exceeding joyful • * * 
my daily prayers are that God would keep 
you humble ; and then I am sure that, if 
you continue to suffer for righteousness' sake, 
though it be but in a lower degree, the 
Spirit of God and of glory shall, in some 
good measure, rest upon you. And you 
cannot but feel such a satisfaction in your 
own minds as you would not part with foi 
all the world. • • • • • 

" I bear my son John has the honour of 
being called the Father of the Holy Club ; 
if it be so, I am sure I must be the grand- 
father of it ; and I need not say, that I had 
rather any of my sons should be so dignified 
and distinguished, than to have the title of 
His Holiness."* 

Their mother also said in a letter : — 

* Roman Catholici distinguiili Ute Pope — the head 
of their church— by this title. 



.,Co,..sk 



FIRST METHODISTS. 61 

" I heartily join with your small society 
in all their pioua and cliaritable actions, 
which are intended for God'a glory. May 
you still, in such good works, go on and pros- 
per. Though absent in body, I am present 
with you in spirit ; and daily recommend and 
commit you all to Divine Providence." 

And thus wrote their elder brother : — ■ 

" I cannot say I thought you always in 
everything right ; but I must now say, rather 
than you and Chnrles should give over your 
whole course, especially what relates to the 
Castle, I would choose to follow either of 
you, nay, both of you, to your graves. I 
cannot advise you better than in the words, 
* Stand thou steadfast as a beaten anvil ; for 
it is the part of a good champion to be 
flayed alive and to conquer.' " 

Thus encouraged, the two brothers went 
on steadily in their course, until the year 
nS5, at which time John Wesley had been 
fifteen years in Oxford. They had, however, 
some discouragements. Some of their com- 
panions forsook them, and some were re- 
moved, while the opposition of which I have 
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already spoken, continued to giow. In the 
meantime, Mr. John Wesley had a strong 
temptation to leave the University put 
before him. He was earnestly entreated by 
his relations to take the rectory of Epwortb, 
so that he might have it in his power to pro- 
vide for his mother and sisters, after the 
death of his father, who was becoming old 
and infirm. But he refused to do this, he- 
cause he thought he was doing more good in 
Oxford than he could do at Epworth. This 
refusal brought upon him the blame of, at 
least, some of his friends, who charged him 
with with being unkind, and indifferent to 
the welfare of those he best loved. These 
friends little thought then what a different 
course was marked out for John Wesley by 
Him who has the hearts of all men in Hia 
hands, and can turn them " as the rivers of 
water are turned." 

I must now bring this chapter to an end ; 
but before doing so, I must say a few words 
on a very important subject. I should wish 
my young readers fully to understand that 
all the sacrifices made by John Wesley and 
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his friends, and all the good they were 
enabled to do, could not reconcile them to 
G-od ; and unless they had sought reconcili- 
ation with Him in another way, they had 
still been His enemies, and would certainly 
have perished in their sins. This may 
perhaps seem a hard saying to you ; hut, if 
the Bible is true, the saying is also true. 
WhatdoestheBlhleplainlytellus? Why, that 
it is "not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to God's mercy 
He saves us, by the washing of regeneration^ 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which He 
sheds on us abundantly, through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour ; that being justified by His 
grace, we should be made heirs, according to 
the hope of etemtd life." It tells us, too, 
that " by the deeds of the law," or by doing 
what the law of God commands us to do, we 
cannot be justified. And it tells us, that 
there is no way of salvation from the punish- 
ment due to our sins, but by believing and 
resting on Jesus Christ, who alone is able to 
save to the uttermost all who come to God 
by Hiin. 

p 2 
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This is the truth of the gospel, dear youn^ 
friends, which tells us we are " condemned 
already," and that none but those who be- 
lieve in Jesus, can be saved from this condeni' 
nation. I pray you, lay this to heart, and 
think of it for yourselves. 

Now if the young men of whom I have 
written in this chapter, did not entirely trust 
to Christ for everything that was required to 
reconcile them to God, and to save their 
souls, they made a. sad mistake, because they 
did not seek salvation in the only way in 
which it can be obtained. It is not, I 
think, for any one to say, how this matter, 
between God and their souls, really stood ; 
because God alone can judge the htart. I 
may tell you, however, that some time after- 
wards, JohnWesleywrote thus of himself: — 

" This have I learned, that I am fallen 
short of the glory of God ; that my whole 
heart is altogether corrupt and abominable ; 
that my own works, my own sufferings, my 
own righteousness, are so far from reconciling 
me to an offended God, so far from making 
any atonement for the least of those sins 
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which are more in number than the hairs of 
my head, that the most specious (or showy) 
of them need an atonement themselves, or 
they cannot abide His righteous judgment ; 
that having the sentence of death in my 
heart, and having nothing in or of myself to 
plead, I have no hope but that of being jus- 
tified freely through the redemption that is 
in Jesus ; I have no hope but that if I seek 
I shall find Christ, and * he found in Him, 
not having my own righteousness, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith,' " 

Now, just so far aa John Wesley or his 
friends had not learned these truths, or had 
not fully believed them, they were in a very 
unsafe condition; they were seeking God and 
happiness, hut not in the way in which God 
and happiness can ever be found. 

What, then ? was it wrong in them to feed 
the hungry, to clothe the naked, to visit the 
sick and the prisoners, and to do many other 
such kind and benevolent actions t Oh no ! 
It is right to do such things out of love to 
Christ, and la obedience to His commands ; 
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and a true Christian will be so like Chriat as 
to love to do these things out of compassion 
to the ignorant and distressed and guilty. 
But it is a great mistake if we do them with 
the hope of meriting God's favour. 

" Not the Isbour of our hand* 
Can fulfil th^ law's deiuaiids : 
Coirid our zeal no respite know, 
Could our tenri for ever flow, 
All for Bin could not atone, 
Christ must save, and Cbriit alone." 



CHAPTER VI. 

FAMILY CHANGES. 

I must take my readers once more with 
me to Epvrorth. Twenty-three years after 
the religious meetings, of which I have given 
some account, were held in the parsonage 
house, there assembled in the same place a 
smaller company, and a sorrowful one: — it 
was a meeting of brothers and sisters, to see 
a father die. Not all the family were there, 
for long before this, they had been dispersed 
abroad, and were not permitted to meet, even 
to take a last farewell blessing from a dying 
parent. 

"Some were married— some were dead." 

John "Wesley was there, and ho** was 
Charles: they had journeyed from Oxford, 
and were now at hand to close the eyes of a 
beloved father, and to comfort a sorrowing 

mother. 
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Twenty-three years had made a atran^ 
alteration in all. The sisters, then children, 
had advanced far into womanhood. The 
brothers were become grave and reverend 
men. The mother, once so vigorous, bore 
the marls of deep care as well as of advanc- 
ing old age. And the father, then a strongs 
man, not fifty years of age, was noio shaken 
with palsy, bowed down with much anxiety, 
and rapidly sinking into death. 

I suppose there are few who have lived 
even so few as twenty-three years, but have 
witnessed many great changes, and some sad 
ones. And you, ray younger readers, — ■ 
you also may know by your ovm experience, 
that this is a changing world. Ah ! have 
you any reason to hope you shall reach that 
world where mournful changes are imknown ? 

It was about the middle of April, 1735, 
that a few of Mr. Wesley's many children 
were gathered around him : — but I will give 
the account as it was written by his son 
Charles, in a letter to his elder brother. 

" Dear Brother. After all your desire of 
seeing my father alive, you are at last assured 
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you must see bis face no more, till riused in 
incorruption. You have reason to envy us, 
who could attend him in the last stage of his 
illness. The few words he uttered I have 
saved. Some of them were, — ' Nothing too 
much to suffer for heaven. The weaker I 
am in body, the stronger and more sensible 
support I feel from God. There is but a 
step between me and death. To-morrow I 
would see you all with me round this table, 
that we may once more drink of the cup of 
-blessing before we drink of it new in the 
kingdom of God. With desire have I 
desired to eat this passover with you before 
Idle.' 

" The next morning he appeared fiill of 
faith and peace, which extended even to his 
body ; for he was so much better, that we 
almost hoped he would have recovered. 
The fear of death he had entirely conquered ; 
and at last gave up his latest human desires 
of finishing Job, (a work on which he had 
long been engaged,) of paying his debts, and 
seeing you. He often laid bis hand upon 
my bead, and said, * Be steady. The Chris- 
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tian faith will surely revive in this kingdom ; 
you shall see it, tliough I shall not.* To 
my sister Emily he said, ' Do not be con- 
cerned at my death ; God will then be^n to 
manifest himself in my family.' When we 
were met about him, his usual expression 
was, 'Now let me hear you talk about 
heaven,' On my asking him whether he did 
not feel himself worse, he replied, ' O, my 
Charles, I feel a great deal. God chastens 
me with strong pain ; but I praise Him for 
it ; I thank Him for it ; I love Him for it.' 
On the 25th, his voice failed him, and nature 
seemed entirely spent ; when, on my brother's 
asking, whether he was not near heaven f he 
answered distinctly, and with the most 
of hope and triumph that could he ex- 
pressed in sounds, ' Yes, I am.' He spoke 
once more, just after my brother had prayed. 
His last words were, ' Now you have done 
all.' This was about half an hour after 
six; from which time till sun-set, he 'made 
signs of offering up himself, till mj brother 
having again prayed, the very moment it was 
finished he expired. 



FAMILV CHANGES. 61 

" His passage was so smooth and insensi- 
ble, tliat notwithstanding the stopping of 
his pulse, and ceasing of all signs of life and 
motion, we continued over him a good while, 
in douht whether the soul was departed or 
not. . My mother, who, for several days 
before he died, hardly ever went into his 
chamber hut she was carried out again in a 
fit, was far less shocked at the news than we 
expected ; and told us that ' now she was 
heard, in his having so easy a death, and her 
being strengthened, so as to hear it.* " 

Three days afterwards, the aged rector of 
Epworth was huried in the burying ground 
of that church in which for forty years, be 
had preached the gospel. And on the day 
of his burial, and while his widow and 
mourning children were weeping to think 
that, in this world, they would see him no 
more, — on that day did a hard-hearted credi- 
tor (a woman, too, and herself a widow) add 
sorrow upon sorrow, by seizing the live stock 
(the horses and cows) of a little farm which 
Mr. Wesley had used, to make sure of her 
debt. So, you see, poverty and distress 
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kept closely to him till the last : but God 
often chooses the poor in this world to be 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which 
He has promised to them that love Him. We 
may well believe that Mr. Wesley was one 
of those, who, though poor, are infinitely 
rich. Let us remember, young reader, that 
God has no where in His word promised that 
His people shall have no trouble or poverty 
in this world. Oh no. He has better 
blessings than earthly pleasures and riches 
for those who love Him : and I believe He 
often keeps those whom He loves from being 
rich, that they may be kept &om sin, and 
perhaps from ruin. 

Do you remember reading in either of 
the Psalms, " I have been young and now 
am old, yet have I not seen the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread." 
These are the words of David, who knew 
what he was writing about, and was per- 
mitted by God to write these very words for 
the comfort and encouragement of his poor 
afflicted people in the world. I have no 
doubt, that in his last hours, the dying rector 
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of Epwortb remembered them ; for he said, 
you know, to his weeping daughter, " Do not 
be concerned at my death ; God will then 
begin to manifest himself to my family." 

And God did so manifest himself as to 
keep them all from want. The mother 
afterwards lived with her children, and 
"spent the evening of her life in comparative 
ease and comfort ; and the sons and daugh- 
ters were so mercifully provided for and 
watched over, as to be able and willing to 
assist each other whenever one had need." 
What is of very, very much greater import- 
ance, there is reason to hope, as I have 
before said, that they all died '* rich in faith." 

Well, these are some of the changes 
which this chapter was to record. The next 
will tell of others. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

CHANOE OF EMPLOYMENT. 

Ik the same year in which old Mr. Wesley 
died, his two sons John and Charles were 
invited to go out as clergymen and mission- 
aries to the new colony of Georgia in 
America, where, at that time, a great many 
English people had gone to settle, and which 
also helonged to the English nation. A 
great many changes — and very astonishing 
ones — have taken place since then in 
America ; but with these I have nothing to 
do here. 

The invitation which they received, John 
Wesley and his brother accepted, for they 
wished to do good ; and they thought it 
likely they might be more useful in America 
than in England. The very thought of being 
missionaries had a sort of charm for them : 
and I do not much wonder at this, for their 
father, very many years before, had desired. 
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above all things, to engage in such a woik, 
and I have no doubt, had often talked of this 
desire to his children. My young readers 
will also remember the finding in his study 
of the book about the Danish Missionaries 
which had such an effect upon Mrs. Wesley's 
mind, and which, in part at least, led to the 
religious meetings in the parsonage -house at 
Epworth. And — whatever might be their 
chief inducements — the two brothers were 
ready to leave England, and about six months 
after their father's death, they were on ship- 
board crossing the Atlantic Ocean. 

They had good company with them ; for, 
in the same ship, were twenty-six German 
Christiana, members of the Moravian church, 
who, with their bishop, or pastor, were 
intending to settle in the new colony. From 
these Christians, — who were sincere, humble, 
and well-instructed in Scripture knowledge, 
and many of whom were experienced, and well 
able to instruct, — the two brothers learned 
more in a few weeks than they probably 
would have learned in England in as many 
years, liad they remained there. 
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The voyage to America occupied a much 
longer time then than now ; — not of course 
that the distance is less, hut that travellings, 
by sea as well as by land, has been, within 
less than a hundred years, greatly assisted fay 
new inventions and discoveries. It was on 
the fourteenth of October, 1735, that John 
Wesley and his brother " took boat for 
Gravesend, in order to embark for Georgia ;" 
on the tenth or eleventh of November, they 
lost sight of England ; and it was not until 
the sixth of February, in the following year, 
that they "first setfoot on American ground." 
Thus they were about tliree months on the 
water. But this long and tedious time, as 
it would have appeared to many, was well 
improved by them. Here is what Mr. John 
Wesley himself wrote concerning the manner 
in which their time was spent: — 

"Our common way of living was this; 
From four in the morning till five, each of 
us used private prayer ; from five to seven 
we read the Bible together, carefully com- 
paring it with th6 writings of the earliest 
ages. At seven we breakfasted. At eight 
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were the public prayers. From nine to 
twelve I usually learned Crerman, and Mr. 
Delamotte (a friend who went oiit with them) 
learned Greek. My brother wrote sermons, 
and Mr. Ingham (another friend) instructed 
the children. At twelve we met to give an 
account to one another what wo had done 
since our last meeting, and what we designed 
to do before next. About on^ we dined. 
The time from dinner to four we spent in 
reading to those whom each of us had in 
charge, or in speaking to them seriously, as 
need required. At four were the evening 
prayers ; when either the second lesson was 
explained (as it always was in the morning) 
or the children were catechised and instructed 
before the congregation. From five to six 
we again used private prayer. From six to 
seven I read in our cabin to two or three of 
the passengers (of whom there were about 
eighty English on board), and each of my 
brethren to a. few more in theirs. At seven, 
I joined with the Germans in their public 
service ; while Mr. Ingham was reading 
between the decks to as many as desired to 

t;'-"-«i'^ 



68 CHANGE or EMPLOYMENT. 

hear. At eight we met again to exhort and 
instruct one another. Between nine and ten 
we went to bed, where neither the roaring 
of the aea, nor tlie motion of the ship, could 
take away the refreshing sleep which God 
gave us." 

I think all my readers will agree with me 
that these men did not lead an idle life on 
board ship. 

" On the passage they had several atonna, 
in which Mr. Wesley felt that the fear of 
death had not been taken away from him, 
and concluded, therefore, that he was not fit 
to die. On Uie contrary, he greatly admired 
the absence of all slavish dread in the Ger- 
mans." He says, " I had long before 
observed the great seriousness of their beha- 
viour. Of their humility they had given a 
continual proof, by performing those servile 
offices for the other passengers, which none 
of the English would undertake ; for which 
they desired, and would receive, no pay; 
saying, it was good for their proud hearts, 
and their loving Saviour had done more for 
them! And every day liad given them occa- 
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sion of showing a meekness which no injury 
could move. If they were pushed, struck, 
or thrown down, they rose again and went 
avray ; but no complaint was found in their 
mouth. There was now an opportunity of 
trying whether they were delivered from the 
spirit of fear as well as from that of pride, 
anger, and revenge. In the midst of the 
Paalm with which their service began, the 
sea broke over, split the mainsail in pieces, 
covered the ship, and poured in between the 
decks, as if the great deep had already swal- 
lowed us up. A terrible screaming began 
among the English. The Germans calmly 
sung on. I asked one of them afterwards, 
' Was you not afraid ?' He answered ' I 
thank God, no.* I asked, ' But were not 
your women and children afraid ?' He 
answered mildly, ' No ; our women and 
children are not afraid to die !' " 

At length, John Wesley and his brother 
reached Geoi^a in safety ; but anxieties and 
perplexities awaited them there. They them- 
selves, perhaps, had not yet all that " sim- 
plicity which is in Christ," of which an apos- 
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tie Speaks ; nor had they that " wisdom of 
the serpent" joined with that " meekness of 
the dove," which the Lord Jesus enjoins 
upon all His followers, and which seems 
especially needed for the ministers of the 
gospel, — more especially still for Christian 
missionaries. Very diligent they were in 
the work they had undertaken ; very fear- 
less, too, in their mode of performing it ; and 
very conscientious in all their actions, faith- 
fully reproving those whom they saw behav- 
ing inconsistently, and exhorting them to 
repentance ; but these very qualities raised 
up enemies, who strove to injure them, - 

The younger brother remained but a few 
months in Georgia, during which short time 
he suffered such hardships and vexations as 
brought him near to death. Soon after his 
recovery, his duties required him to return 
to England on the business of the colony, 
and he did not think it necessary to re-visit 
America. 

The elder brother was not quite two years 
ill the unfriendly colony. Yet, this short 
rt^sidence there was not useless either to him- 
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self or others, He had, to use the worda of 
the apostle Paul, " endured hardness, as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ ;" and he had 
learned much, from his German friends 
especially, of the gospel plan of salvation, 
of which before hs had hut a faint and dim 
knowledge, although a minister and a mis- 
sionary. "Many reasons," he writes, "I 
have to bless God for my having been car- 
lied into that strange land, contrary to all 
my preceding resolutions. Hereby I have 
been taught to beware of men. Hereby 
Ood has given me to know many of His ser- 
vants, particularly those of the [Moravian] 
church of Hemhuth. Hereby my passage 
is opened to the writings of holy men, in the 
German, Spanish, and Italian tongues. AH 
in Georgia have heard the Word of God ; 
some have believed and begun to run well. 
A few steps have been taken towards pub- 
lishing the glad tidings, both to the African 
and American heathens. Many children 
have learned how they ought to serve God, 
and to be useful to their ne%hbour. And 
those whom it most concerns, have an oppor- 
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tiinity of knowing the state of their infar 
colony, and laying a firmer foundation o 
peace and happinesa to many generations." 

In the beginning of 1738, John "Weslet 
arrived in England. At the very time of 
Ids reaching this country, a young man who 
had been educated as a clergyman was 
leaving it, to proceed to Georgia. This 
young man was George Whitefield, who had 
formeriy been one of Mr. Wesley's pupils, 
and one of his religious companions at Ox- 
ford, and who had already been very useful 
in England as a preacher. For many years 
after this, Mr. John Wesley, his brother, and 
Mr. Whitefield, were feUow-labourers, and 
fellow-helpers in the gospel ; and though, at 
length, they differed in Bome particulars, 
they never forgot to love one another as 
Christians, and to rejoice in each others' suc- 
cess. Nor did they, I am well persuaded, 
forget to pray for each other. 

Mr. Whitefield had much success in 
Georgia. He "preached hard, and heprayed 
hard," and God was with him. Aad it must 
not be forgotten that on his arrival there, he 
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found some ChriBtian people, whom Mr. 
Wesley bad been tbe means of convertic^, 
who were veryglad to receive Mm. Thus, you 
aee, that though Mr. Wesley did not seem 
to be Buccessful there, he had not been 
useless : and v/e also see the words of Christ 
were fulfilled, " One soweth and another 
reapeth. And he that reapeth receiveth 
wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal ; 
that both he that soweth and he that reapeth 
may rejoice together." And thus the ser- 
vants of G-od may learn not to lose heart »Dd 
hope because tbey do not see the fruit of 
their labours springing up at once : for " be 
that goeth fortit and weepeth, bearing pre- 
cious seed, shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." 

These, then, are some other changes 
which this chapter promised. There are yet 
more to come. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL CHANGES. 

About eighteen hundred years ago, as we 
read in the Acts of the Apostles, there was 
" a certain Jew named ApoUos, an eloquent 
man, and mighty in the Scriptures, came to 
Ephesus. This man was instructed in the 
way of the Lord ; and being ferrent in the 
spirit, he spake and taught diligently the 
things of the I/ord. And he began to speak 
boldly in the synagogue : whom when Aquilla 
and Friscilla had heard they took him unto 
them, and expounded luita him the word of 
God more perfectly." Acts xviii. 25, 26. 

I have written this short account, because 
I think it will help to explain what I wish 
to say. 

When John Wesley returned to England, 
his mind was in some measure dark, and his 
soul was often sorrowful. Like Apollos 
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he had a. great zeal for God, a. great desire 
to do good, aod to teach siDoers the way to 
heaven ; but he certainly was not quite clear 
that he had found that way for himself. 
He had leaiced much, and thus was instruct^ 
ed in the way of the Lord. He had done 
much, for being fervent in spirit^ he spake 
and taught what he knew ; but he still found 
or believed that something more was needed 
than he had already obtained. I have not 
room to put, — and if I had room, I should 
not think of putting down, — all the bitter 
things he wrote against himself at this time ; 
but I will tell you what he wrote while 
coming from America. Here it is : — 

*' I went to America to convert the 
Indians ; but oh ! who shall convert me 1 
Who, what is he that vrill deliver me from 
this evil heart of unbelief? I have a fair 
fummer rel^ion : I can talk well ; nay, and 
believe myself, while no danger is near. 
But let death look me in the face, and my 
spirit is troubled. Nor can I say, ' To die 
is gain.' 

" I think, verily, if the gospel be true, I 
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am safe ; for I not only have given, and do 
give all my goods to feed the poor : I not 
only give my body to be burned, drowned, 
or whatever God ahall appoint for me ; but 
I f6llow after charity (though not as I ought, 
yet as I can) if haply I may attain it. I now 
believe the gospel is true. I show my faith 
by my works, by risking my all upon it. I 
would do BO again and again a thousand 
times, if the choice were still to make. 
Whoever sees me, sees 7 would be a Christian. 
Therefore are not my ways like other men's 
ways. Therefore I have been, I am, I am 
content to be a bye-word, a proverb of re- 
proach. But, in a storm, I think, What if 
the gospel be not true ? Then thou art of 
all men most foolish. For what hast thou 
given thy goods, thy ease, thy frieods, thy 
reputation, thy life ? For what art thou 
wandering over the face of the earth f A 
dream t A cunningly devised fable ? Oh, 
who will deliver me from this fear of death t 
What shall I do i Where shaU I flee from 
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Now, I have given thus much of Mr. 
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Wesley's own very interesting, tliough very 
painful account of his feelings and thoughts 
to show you that he was not satisfied that 
his condition was a right and safe one ; and 
to show you also that what he needed was, 
like Apollos, " to know the way of God 
more perfectly ;"— that is, the way of salva* 
tioD entirely through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Z would not say that, at this time, John 
Wesley did not helievo on the Saviour ; but 
I do not think he knew how very, very pow- 
erful to save, and how very, very loving is 
that Saviour. He had not learned yet, you 
see, to become aa "a little child," and, like 
a little child who loves his parents with all 
his heart, and trusts them in everything and 
for everything, — to cast himself into the 
kind and mighty arms of the blessed Jesus 
as a guilty sinner ; and to throw away every 
hope of deserving or earning the mercy of 
Q-od by anything he himself could do. 
Until he had done this, he oould not be happy. 
Ood would not let him be happy ; for until 
be bad done this he was not safe. It was 
through God's mercy at this time that John 
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Wesley was troubled ; and it vaa — who, 
dear reader, can doubt it ? — it was the Holy 
Spirit that wu taking away John Wesley 
from himself, end his own labours and sacri- 
fices, and leading him to know more and 
more of the precionsness of Christ, so that 
" being justified by faith, he might have 
peace with God," 

And He who bad begun this good work, 
knew how to go on with it, and chose, as the 
means of John Wesley's instruction, to put 
him in the way of a good man and an ex- 
perienced Christian, as Apollos had been 
put in the way of AquilU and Priscilla. 

The name of this Christian friend was 
Peter Bohler. He was a minister of the 
Moravian Church ; and with him John 
Wesley met soon after he arrived in London 
from Georgia ; and the conversations which 
they held, at difierent times, led Mr. Wesl^ 
to see more clearly his folly in having ever 
trusted, at all, to his own righteousness, and 
to believe in Christ with all his heart tuid 
soul. At first, he was bowed down with 
sorrow to find how entirely the holy law of 
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0od condemned him as a sinner, and Iiow 
useless was all that he himself could do, to 
delirer from this condemnation. But liis 
sorrow was at length turned into joy. " My 
heart," he said, " was strangely wanned, I 
felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for 
salvation ; and an assurance was given me 
that he had taken away my sins, even mine, 
and saved me from the law of sin and death." 

From this time, although Mr, Wesley ■ 
became more and more concerned for the 
souls of his fellow sinners, and more and 
more ardent in the cause of his dear Saviour ) 
and though, for this cause, he endured great 
hardships and privations, and laboured, 
almost n%ht and day, for many and many a 
year, — ^he never thought of his own doings 
as worth anything in the way of making him 
accepted with God. Oh no ! what things 
were gain to him he counted loss for Christ, 
He knew that his Lord and Master could, 
if lie pleased, carry on his work on earth 
without John Wesley : hut he knew that 
John Wesley could do nothing for himself 
or for others, without Christ. But he coiild 
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do all things through Christ, who strength- - 
enei him ; and the love of Christ constiauicd 
him to " spend, and be spent," in that best 
of all services, the preaching of the Qosrpel 
to perishing sinaers. 

I should tell you that not alone did John 
Wesley pass through this change of faith, — 
I think I am right in using such words, for 
a change of faith it seems to have been : — I 
say, not alone, did he experience it. His 
brother Charles, also, not long afterwards, 
became convinced that just so far aa he had 
trusted in himself, he had dishonoured G-od, 
and that 

None but Jeaiu, 
Can do helplesa einners good." 

I do not think that I can better describe 
the change which these dear brothers both 
felt than in the words of two hymns, written, 
if I am not mistaken, by the younger of them, 
some time after this change had taken place. 
These hymns, dear reader, express what all 
must feel who have been convinced of their 
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folly, in seeking to honour and please God 
in an; way apart from believing on his dear 
Son. O that you, my young friend^ may 
never have occasion to speak thus of your- 
self:— 

" Long have I geemed to serve thee, Lord, 

With unavailing pain : 
Fatted, and prayed, and read Ihy word. 

And heard it preached iu vain. 

Oft did I with th' asumbly join. 

And near thine allar drew ; 
A fcirm of godliness was mine, 

The power 1 never knew. 

1 rested in the oulward law ; 

Nor knew its deep design : 
The length and breadth I never saw, 

And height of love divine. 

To please thee thus, at length I see, 

Vunly I hoped and strove ; 
For what are outward things to thee. 

Unless they spring from love 1 

I see the perfect law requires 

Truth in the inward parts ; 
Onr full consent, our whole desire*, 

Our undivided heuti. 
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But I of m«aiii hare made niy boast, 

Of meauB on idol made ; 
The spirit in the letter lost, 

The subBtance in the shade. 

Where an I now, or what my hope? 

What can my weaknesa do? 
JeBUi, to thee, my soul looks up ; 

'Tis THOU must make it new." 



" My graciom, loving Lord, 

To thee, what shall 1 gay f 
Well may I tremble at thy word, 

And scarce presume to pray. 

Ten thousand wanta have 1 ; 

Alas ! I all things want ; 
But thou hast bid nie always cry. 

And never, never, f^at. 

Yet, Lord, well might I fear, 

Fear e'en to aak thy grace ; 
So oft have I, alaa ! drawn near, 

And mocked thee to thy face. 
With all polluticns stained. 

Thy, hallow'd courts I trod : 
Thy name and temple I profaned. 

And dared to cull thee, Ood ! 

Nigh with my lips I drew; 

My lip) were all unclean : 
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Thee, with id; faaart, 1 never knew ; 

My heart wai full of till. 

Far from the living Lord, 

Ab far as hell fttini heaven, 
Thy purity I still abhorred, 

Nor looked to he forgiven. 

My nature I obeyed. 

My own deairea pursued ; 
And itill a den of thieves I made 

The hallowed house of God. 

The worship he approves 

To him I would not pay ■ 
My selfiah ends, and creature-loves 

Had stole my heart away. 

My sin and nakedness 

I studied to disguise. 
Spoke to my aoul a flattering peaos 

And put out my own eyes. 

}n fig-leaves I appeared, 

Nor with my form would p»M, 
But still retained a conscience seared, 

A hard, deceitful heart. 

A goodly, fonnal saint 

I long appeared in sight : 
By self and Satan Uught to paint 

My tomb, my nature, while. 

The Pharisee within 

Still undisturbed remained, 
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The •trong man, armed with gnjlt and ma. 
Safe in hii palace reigned. 

Butob I the jedom God 

Id my behalf came down; 
J«aus himaelfthe atrongar showed. 

And claimed me for his own. 

iSy spirit He alarmed, 

And brought into distress : 
Ho shook and bound the strong man, aimed 

In his self-rigbteousneas. 

Faded my virtuous show, 

My form without the power ; '' 

The sin-con rincing Spirit blew. 

And blaited every flower. 

Mj mouth was stopped, and •huae 

Covered my guilty face : 
I fell on the atoning Lamb, 

And I wai laved Ay graet." 

Now let U8 atop one moment. — While 
copying these two hymna, I have several 
times left off writing, and thought — Shall I 
go on ? Will my readers understand what 1 
wish them to see f Will not such words and 
expressions, and self-accusations as these, 
puzzle them f 

Dear young friends, I do not desire to 
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puzzle you. I do wish you to understanii 
every thing I write : and when writing, I try 
to put myself in your places, and remem- 
ber what I was many years before you 
came into the world. Well, I think and 
hope I may be understood without blotting 
out a line that I have written. I have said 
that perhaps these hymns express, better tlian 
anything I could say, would express, the 
change which had taken place in the two ex- 
cellent brothers of whom I have written. 
What then, were John and Charles Wesley 
hypocrite! all their Kves, before this change 
took place? No, no. No person in the 
world whose opinion is worth anything, 
would ever think this of them. They never 
thought it of themselves. But that they had 
fallen into a great error, none were so ready 
to acknowledge, as they themselves were. 
They had sought to please God by imperfect 
obedience to His holy law, and by a diligent, 
and even painful regard to the forms of piety ; 
and it was not until they were convinced by 
the Holy Spirit of Crod, how vain are all 
such attempts, and had been led to cast all 



8G MENTAL AND flPIHl'lUAL CHANGES. 

such hopes nway, that they found that joT 
and peace in believing of which the Bible 
tells lis. The moment thr^ were thus con- 
vinced, and cast tbemaelvea, — like helpless 
ninners as they were, and as all are, — upon 
the mercy of God through Jesua Christ, then 
their " peace flowed as a river," and their 
"righteousness as the waves of the sea;" and 
each of them was enabled and constrained to 
■ay, " He hath put a new song into my mouth, 
even praise unto our God :" and they ni^ht 
also have added, — " Many shall see it and 
fear, and shall trust in the Lord." Fa. xl. 3. 

These, then, are the changes which this 
chapter is intended to record. I would have 
all my readers think of them with great 
seriousness and attention. It is of great im- 
portance — AowgreatitiaimpOBsible to say — 
that every child should be warned — aye, and 
the children of pious parents especially — not 
to trust in any thing else besides the righte- 
ousness and sBcriflce of Christ, and to none 
else besides the great and glorious Redeemer, 
for full and complete salvation. This is ■ 
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matter, dear reader, of such vast impottance, 
that I am reluctant to leave any thing ua- 
'written that might, by the blessing of Ood, 
be made useful to you ; and I cannot refrain 
from adding a few sentences from a letter 
written not many years ago, although it was 
-written to a person very different, in almost 
every respect, from either John or Charles 
"Wesley. 

"Consider the infinite holiness and purity 
of Ood, and then say whether any man was 
ever fit to appear at His tribunal. Ctmsider 
the demands of His law, extending to the 
most secret thoughts and wishes, and imagina- 
tions of the heart, and then say whether you, 
or any one, can stand before Him in your 
own strength, when He cometh to judgment ? 
No, it is as sinners, as grievous sinners, we shall, 
we must appear ; and the only plea which will 
be admitted for us, is the righteousness and 
the merits of our crucified Redeemer. If 
we plaee any reliance on our own poor doings 
or fancied virtues, those very virtues will be 
our snares, our downfall. Above all things, 
therefore, it is the duty of the purest and 
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best among us, to cast off all confidence in 
ourselves, and thankfully to embrace Christ's 
most precious offer on the terms on which 
He offers it. He will be our Saviour, only 
ifweknow,andfeeI, and humbly acknowledge 
that we need His salvation. He will be more 
and more our Saviour in proportion as we 
more and more love and rely upon Him. But 
surely, the more we feel and deplore our own 
sinfulness, the more earnest will be our love, 
the firmer our reliance on Him who alone is 
mighty to save."* 

■ A letter from the Buhop of Exeter to the late 
Lord El don. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

"THE WORLD IS MY PARISH." 

I HAVE not much more to tell you of the 
early life of John Wesley. At the time of 
his return from America, he was ahout 
thirty-five yeais old ; and after this, he lived 
flfty-three years. In that long and lat(;r 
portion of his life, he laboured almost day 
and night in the service of his I^rd and 
Master. He preached thousands of sermons 
to hundreds of thousands of persons. He 
visited, for this purpose, almost every part 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and other 
Britiah Islands. He formed, in different 
places, a very large number of societies, 
which he had no objection to call Methodist 
societies, after the name which, in scorn and 
derision, had formerly been given to the first 
small society in Oxford, of which he was 
supposed to be the leader. He wrote many 
books. He often bore great hardships, and 
I g 
^;^"-«I^ 



90 "THE WORLD IB HY PARISH." 

was frequently very much persecuted for 
preaching the gospel. But, like the apostle 
Paul, he could say, " None of these things 
move me; neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my course tnth 
joy, and the ministry which I have received, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God." 
And he did finish his course with joy, for 
his labours were not in Vain. Of these 
labours it would be delightful to tell, and, I 
think, to hear or read ; and I hope to teil of 
them in another book, at some future time ; 
but they do not come into the history of 
John Wesley's early life. Let me only say 
that, at the time of his death, which took 
place in 1791, the number of members in all 
the Methodist societies (perhaps I ought 
rather to say in the great Wesleyan Method- 
ist Society,} which he was the means of es- 
tablishing, was eighty thousand. Of these, 
perhaps only a small number had ever heard 
or cared about the gospel of Qod's salvation, 
until they heard it from the lips of John 
Wesley, his brother Charles, or those whom 
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God raised up to assist them in the work to 
which He had called them; 

But perhaps some joung. reader ma}' say, 
" There were churches and chapels in Eiiff- 
land at this time, and did no one preach the 
gospel in these, before John Wesley began 
to preach, and at the time he was thus labour- 
ing V To such a question I must answer, 
that at that time, whatever may be the case 
now, there were more churches and chapels, 
by numbers, than there were faithful and 
converted preachers; and though all the 
inhabitants of the country were, by some, 
called Christiansj but few among them knew 
anything about Christ's most glorious and 
precious salvation. It is sad to think of this ; 
but it is the truth; and. I wish it could be 
said with truth that things are entirely 
different now. 

But then — oh, it was rare indeed to hear 
the gospel preached by those who professed 
to teach it, or to iind it believed by those 
who professed to believe it. 

And if it had not been so, the labours of 
such men as John Wesley had still been 
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needed. Do you remember what Jesus said 
to His disciples, " The harvest truly is plen- 
teous, but the labourers are few : pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He 
will send forth labourers into His harvest." 
Matt. ix. 37, 38. Ah ! while there are so 
many millions of sinners in our " dark world 
of sin and woe," " perishing," as the Bible 
tells us, " for lack of knowledge," there 
cannot be too many faithful servants of Jesus, 
to tell them the way of salvation, whether 
they do it in church or chapel, in street or 
field, and whether they be called Methodists 
or Moravians, Independents or Baptists, 
Churchmen or Dissenters. 

And now, a few last words (in this book,) 
about John Wesley. 

We must remember that both Mr. Wesley 
and his brother Charles were clei^ymen of 
the Church of England; and from that 
Church they did not wish to separate. In- 
deed, they never suffered themselves to be 
called Dissenters, nor do the Weslejan Me- 
thodists now consider themselves as such. 
But If these two zealous brothers did not 
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dissent from that church, they Boon found 
that it dissented from them. On their first 
arrival from America, they were invited to 
preach in many of the London churches : but 
they preached in such a way — especially 
after the change of which you read in the 
last chapter, — that they were soon told they 
must not preach there any more. It was 
the same when they went into the country. 
In some few churches they were permitted 
to be heard ; but the larger part were shut 
against them. It was said that they preached 
such strange doctrines, — that they were mad 
themselves, and made others mad too. But 
indeed, they might have replied, as Paul did 
to Pestus ; and I dare say tliey often did 
reply thus, " We are not mad, but speak 
forth the words of truth and soberness." 
And seeing that they could not gain admit- 
tance into churches, where, as clergymen 
they might have expected to be heard, they 
preached in other places, — in meeting-houses 
and in private houses, in high-roads and in 
fields, or wherever else they could get people 
to hear them : and God was with them. 
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" But," said some, " it is very improper 
for you to act in this inaiiner. It is not at 
al) regular. You ought to get a parish, and 
be satisfied with that." 

" The World is my Pauish," replied 
John Wesley, 
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